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Welcome We hope that you enjoy today�s service

This morning�s preacher is: Di Bower

and Terry Futcher is being ordained as an elder

Following the service refreshment will be served downstairs, please do 
join us if you are able. 

Next week: Graham Womersley is preaching

Exploring-Healing-Prayer

A few weeks ago, Terry asked if anyone was interested in 
exploring healing prayer to contact him.  A number of folk have 
indicated that they are interested.  The first meeting will be on 
Wednesday 13th May, 7:30pm at 8 Home Rule Road, L/H 

This is something we believe God is wanting us to pursue and to 
journey together on.  

If it is something you are interested in then please do come along. 

Christian Aid Week 10-16 May

United Service of Prayer and Preparation
for Christian Aid week

St Peter�s Church �Titchfield
Tuesday 5th May 7:30pm
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More than 2,000 years ago, in what we now call Iran, 
one of God�s people faced the challenge of standing for 
truth in the face of power. Esther took the risk. Today in 
Iran thousands are taking the risk of turning to Christ -
and many are paying the price.

In recent months there have been increasing reports of 
Muslims choosing to become Christians and house 
churches growing in numbers; at the same time, there 
has been evidence of increasing harassment of 
churches and individual Christians by the Iranian 
authorities. It is no coincidence.

Islam is the state religion of Iran. Its clerics wield 
enormous power. Many argue that every facet of the 
state should be subject to Islamic principles. �Islam 
prescribes a way to deal with every situation in the 
world,� one is reported to have said. �It has rid the 
world of the responsibility to create modem laws.�

But other senior clerics are thought to be less 
convinced. They blame th� tight links between hard-line 
Islam and government for the failure to use Iran�s oil-
wealth for the benefit of the people � and they see 
those same people rejecting Islam, disillusioned with 
the failure of the government to deliver economic 
competence. Mohammad Ali Abtahi, a reformist cleric 
and former vice president of Iran, says �If you force 
religion down people�s throats, it makes them less 
religious, not more.�

People with power often use their power when they feel 
under threat. There are about 250,000 Christians in 
Iran, less than 0.5 per cent of the population.

Perhaps half of these have been born into the minority 
Assyrian and Armenian Christian communities � but 
that still means that there are over 100,000 believers 
from a Muslim background. And the number is growing.

Satellite TV and the internet bring Christian teaching 
and Western decadence into the country. There are 
occasional purges of satellite dishes, so easily 
identifiable on the rooftops. More sinisterly, the nation 
that is considering a mandatory death penalty for 
apostasy - leaving Islam for another religion - is also 
considering the death penalty for the crime of 
promoting apostasy on the internet.

News of growing harassment of believers from a 
Muslim background has been emerging throughout this 
summer. In May, 15 people were detained while 
meeting together in a park in Shiraz; 13 were released 
but told there was an ongoing case against them; 
Mahmood Matin, 52, and Arash Basirat, 44, are still in 
prison, charged with apostasy at the very moment the 
mandatory death penalty is being debated.

In July secret police raided a house church meeting 
and beat the 16 people attending, including women and 
two children. Abbas Amiri and his wife Malek Shahr. 
both in their 60s and the hosts for the gathering, 
subsequently died as a result of their injuries. The other 
church members are all reportedly still in custody, 
including the children.

New Christians threatened

Earlier this year Tina Rad (28) and her husband, 31-
year-old Makan Arya, made their decision to follow 
Christ. Three months later they were arrested and held 
in custody for four days while they were physically and 
mentally abused. The Iranian authorities forced them to 
leave their 4-year-old daughter ill and unattended and 
threatened to put her in an institution.

Tina was charged with �activities against the holy 
religion of Islam� for Muslims in her home in reading the 
Bible with Tehran. Her husband�s �crime� was �activities 
against national security� for allowing Bible sessions 
with Muslims in his apartment and for attending a 
house church.

They left prison badly bruised, released on bail of 
�25,000 collectively only after they were forced to sign 
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Tina Rad shows the evidence of ill-treatment after being 
arrested for reading the Bible. Below she is with her husband 
Makan Arya and daughter Odzhan






