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Retailing.

Dear Church Leader

I’'m writing to share with you some changes that we're
having to make in your Local Wesley Owen store.

Like other retailers we’re experiencing very difficult
trading conditions: the recent few months have seen a
significant downturn in the number of people visiting
our shops, and the amount of Christian resources being
bought through Christian Bookshops is in decline. This
is giving us a real challenge of continuing to run shops
committed to providing exclusively Christian resources.

You may not know this but Wesley Owen is part of a
Christian Charity called IBS-STL UK, whose mission is
to put more Bibles and Biblical resources in to more
hands and more countries more efficiently, resulting in
more effective Biblical engagement which leads to
transformed lives. We are a Christian ministry, so we
have no shareholders, and have relied solely on trading
to fund our shops.

We are committed to the local Christian community by
staying on the high street, so we are making some
changes to our trading pattern. From 20th April Wesley
Owen in Southampton will not be open on Monday’s.
Our opening hours will therefore be as follows.

Monday CLOSED  Tuesday 9.30 - 5.30pm
Wednesday 9.30 - 5.30pm Thursday 9.30 -5.30pm

Wesley Owen Unit 31

Bargate Centre

Southampton

5014 2YD

02380 829676

Email - southampton@wesley-owen.com

Friday 9.30 - 5.30pm Saturday 9.30 - 5.30pm

This will allow us to concentrate our staff team on a
fewer number of days, to provide a better service on
those days. We are also looking to recruit volunteers to
support our staff team. So we would really appreciate
your help in keeping the Christian bookshop on the
high street.

How can you help...?

1. Please would you consider displaying the enclosed
poster on your notice board?

2. If you know anyone that you could recommend and
would enjoy volunteering in our bookshop, please pass
on one of the enclosed leaflets

3. By encouraging your congregation to visit the shop.
4. By recommending a book! It makes a real difference.
5. By praying for the staff and the work of the shop.

If there is anything that we can help you with, or would
Like to discuss with us please do let us know.

Yours in Him

Paul Smith
Branch Manager
Wesley Owen

BBC 'ignoring' Christians' concerns

The Archbishop of Canterbury has told the BBC Director
General that the corporation should not ignore its
Christian audience.

Dr Rowan Williams spoke to Mark Thompson at a
private meeting in Lambeth Palace.

Senior members of the Church of England are
concerned the BBC is downgrading its religious output.

Christina Rees, a member of the Archbishops' Council,
the Church's executive body, said: "In all the censuses a
very large proportion of the population identifies itself as
Christian. The established church has a special role in
the country. We actually have a remit for everyone in the
whole country.

"The BBC is a public service corporation. It is funded by
licence payers and part of the broadcaster's duty is to
represent the population. If it ignored Christians and the
church it would be negligent."

Dr Williams is believed to have challenged the director-
general during their meeting earlier this month over the

decline in religious broadcasting on the BBC World
Service. In 2001, it broadcast one hour and 45 minutes a
week of religious programming. It now broadcasts just
half an hour.

It emerged this month that the corporation's former head
of religious programmes, Methodist lay preacher Michael
Wakelin, failed to land the new role of head of
production and commissioning editor for religion and
ethics in a restructured department.

A spokesman for the corporation said: "The BBC's
commitment to religion and ethics is unequivocal and
entirely safe. Changes to the Religious and Ethics
department in Manchester are being made to strengthen
the BBC's offering, not diminish it.

"The BBC is committed to maintaining a high level of
specialism in the Religion and Ethics department - we
currently have many staff with theology degrees and
expertise.

(Continued on page 3)










