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Welcome

We hope that you enjoy today’s service
Paul Carter is preaching this morning.

Following this mornings service refreshments will be served downstairs,
please do join us, if you are able.

Next week Martin Lloyd is preaching.
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AGM Thursday 26 March 7:45pm
Written reports to Martin by 8 March
Request for postal votes to Martin by 8 March

Agenda see notice board

If you regularly attend this church, whether you are a member or not, please do
try and come to the AGM. You are allowed to have your say and vote on any
issues that may arise; eldership is the only vote restricted to members. Please
do come along, have your say, see how we work, and help us go God’s way.

Nomination for elders are:

Isabel Reid Martin Lloyd

Voting for elders will take place by secret ballot at the AGM.

Only church members are permitted to vote in the election of elders.
There is no limit to the number of serving elders the church can have.
You may vote for any of those nominated, all of them or none of them.

Terry Futcher

Please prayerfully consider who you believe God is wanting to take up the
responsibility of eldership with Brian Reid, Linda Lloyd and Andy Donaghy at this
time.

Church membership

Have you considered church membership? If you regularly attend the church,
have you considered becoming a member? We value you, whether you are a
member or not, but there is something about making that commitment and
becoming a church member, among other things it says “I believe in what you
are trying to do and want to be part of it”.

Please prayerfully consider whether this is a step that you should be taking, if
you are interested then please speak to one of the elders about it.

Coming soon

Regular activities

Roberta Helo praise God! Thank you for prayers.

Mammogram etc clear praise God again. Might have type 2
diabetes and have bacterial infection. Will find out more on Monday. F#
Thanks for all your prayers. Lots of love Roberta.
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Thank you from The Gideons

On behalf of The Gideons
International in the British Isles, |
send you warmest

Christian greetings.

We do so value your prayers and
financial support for this ministry of
reaching out to people who may
never hear the Gospel or read
God’s Word. Your support during
2008 has made it possible to give
out New Testaments to many
individuals and to place Bibles and
Testaments in numerous places.
Thank you so much!

We praise the Lord for His calling to
witness and present Scriptures in
the ‘traffic lanes of life. Last year,
internationally, we presented over
75 million copies of Gods Word in
187 countries. Many were placed in
the hands of school students,
prisoners and military personnel
who could never have owned a
Bible.

We in the British Isles were
privileged to be able to pay for over

4 million New

Testaments to be distributed
overseas. It is always a thrill to hear
of souls won to

Christ. | heard this story when | was
in Africa in 2007:

Boas Kambwali was sentenced to
serve time in the Windhoek Central
Prison in Windhoek, Namibia. He
was sent to prison for a crime he
had committed. Sitting in the jail
cell, he found himself very bored
with nothing to do. As he looked
around the cell, he noticed a book,
picked it up, and began to read. It
was a copy of the Word of God that
had been placed there by the
Gideons. It was in that jail cell that
he got on his knees and gave his
life to the Lord Jesus Christ. Boas is
doing a 12-part discipleship course
and is doing very well.

My vision as National President is
that Gideons and all who support
the ministry

will commit to regular prayer for

those in authority
that doors will
remain open for
Scripture

distribution, GIDEONS

particularly in our 'NTERNATIONAL
schools, colleges
and hospitals. Please

join us in prayer for your local
branch as they present Scriptures.

In closing, let me again thank you
for all your support and may the
Lord continue

to bless you as you faithfully serve
Him.

Be joyful always; pray continually;
give thanks in all circumstances, for
this is

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18

Yours in our Lord Jesus Christ,
Kenneth G Neilson

National President

Well its over! 24 hours of prayer & fasting — for now.

Firstly, | would like to thank all those who took part in the 24 hour prayer and fasting.

It is always difficult to

quantify this type of activity, but if the comments that a number of folk make at the end of the 24 hours are
anything to go by then it was a resounding success. There was a sizeable group of folk who spent the 24 hours at
the church and a number of folk joined in at various times as their schedule allowed. We also know that a number
of folk were unable to join us physically but still joined in the fasting. What a great family we are part of.

The main focus was to praise, thank and worship God and that we did for the entire 24 hours. Speaking to folk
afterwards they were all keen to repeat the exercise at some point in the future. Some had not fasted before and
several had not prayed through the night let alone for 24 hours. The excitement at the end of the period could
only have come from God, what a great God we have.

Some God coincidence that occurred while holding the 24 hours of prayer and fasting; Andy, Rachel (Mays) and
Emma went on their “Hot Chocolate run” and met more youngsters than they have ever come across - they ran
out of hot chocolate twice! Linda, while at work, was asked on more than one occasion if she would pray with
someone—what a turn round from what she shared in church last week! Praise God.

0 BANANAS

FOR FAIRTRADE

Q)

| FAIRTRADE |

See notice board for details!




What would you do? You make the
choice. Don't look for a punch line,
there isn't one. Read it anyway. My
question is: Would you have made
the same choice?

At a fundraising dinner for a school
that serves children with learning
disabilities, the father of one of the
students delivered a speech that
would never be forgotten by all who
attended. After extolling the school
and its dedicated staff, he offered a
question:

'When not interfered with by outside
influences, everything nature does,
is done with perfection. Yet my son,
Shay, cannot learn things as other
children do. He cannot understand
things as other children do.

Where is the natural order of things
in my son?'

The audience was stilled by the
query.

The father continued. 'l believe that
when a child like Shay, who was
mentally and physically

disabled comes into the world, an
opportunity to realize true human
nature presents itself, and it comes
in the way other people treat that
child.'

Then he told the following story:

Shay and | had walked past a park
where some boys Shay knew were
playing baseball. Shay asked, 'Do
you think they'll let me play?' | knew
that most of the boys would not want
someone like Shay on their team,
but as a father | also understood that
if my son were allowed to play, it
would give him a much-needed
sense of belonging and some
confidence to be accepted by others
in spite of his handicaps.

| approached one of the boys on the
field and asked (not expecting
much) if Shay could play. The boy
looked around for guidance

and said, 'We're losing by six runs
and the game is in the eighth inning.
| guess he can be on our team and
we'll try to put him in to bat in

the ninth inning.'

Shay struggled over to the team's
bench and, with a broad smile, put
on a team shirt. | watched with a
small tear in my eye and warmth in
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my heart. The boys saw my joy at
my son being accepted.

In the bottom of the eighth inning,
Shay's team scored a few runs but
was still behind by three.

In the top of the ninth inning, Shay
put on a glove and played in the
right field. Even though no

hits came his way, he was obviously
ecstatic just to be in the game and
on the field, grinning from ear to ear
as | waved to him from the stands.

In the bottom of the ninth inning,
Shay's team scored again.

Now, with two outs and the bases
loaded, the potential winning run
was on base and Shay was
scheduled to be next at bat.

At this juncture, do they let Shay bat
and give away their chance to win
the game?

Surprisingly, Shay was given the
bat. Everyone knew that a hit was all
but impossible because Shay didn't
even know how to hold the bat
properly, much less connect

with the ball.

However, as Shay stepped up to the
plate, the pitcher, recognizing that
the other team was putting winning
aside for this moment in Shay's life,
moved in a few steps to lob the ball
in softly so Shay could at least
make contact.

The first pitch came and Shay
swung clumsily and missed.

The pitcher again took a few steps
forward to toss the ball softly
towards Shay.

As the pitch came in, Shay swung at
the ball and hit a slow ground ball
right back to the pitcher.

The game would now be over.

The pitcher picked up the soft
grounder and could have easily
thrown the ball to the first baseman.

Shay would have been out and that
would have been the end of the
game.

Instead, the pitcher threw the ball
right over the first baseman's head,
out of reach of all team mates.

Everyone from the stands and both
teams started yelling, 'Shay, run to

first!
Run to first!"

Never in his life had Shay ever run
that far, but he made it to first base.

He scampered down the baseline,
wide-eyed and startled.

Everyone yelled, 'Run to second,
run to second!'

Catching his breath, Shay
awkwardly ran towards second,
gleaming and struggling to make it to
the base.

B y the time Shay rounded towards
second base, the right fielder had
the ball . the smallest guy on their
team who now had his first chance
to be the hero for his team.

He could have thrown the ball to the
second-baseman for the tag, but he
understood the pitcher's intentions
so he, too, intentionally threw the
ball high and far over the third-
baseman's head.

Shay ran toward third base
deliriously as the runners ahead of
him circled the bases toward home.

All were screaming, 'Shay, Shay,
Shay, all the Way Shay'

Shay reached third base because
the opposing shortstop ran to help
him by turning him in the direction of
third base, and shouted, 'Run to
third!

Shay, run to third"

As Shay rounded third, the boys
from both teams, and the spectators,
were on their feet screaming, 'Shay,
run home! Run home!'

Shay ran to home, stepped on

the plate, and was cheered as the
hero who hit the grand slam and
won the game for his team

"That day', said the father softly with

tears now rolling down his face, 'the
boys from both teams helped bring a
piece of true love and humanity into
this world'".

Shay didn't make it to another
summer. He died that winter, having
never forgotten being the hero and
making me so happy, and coming
home and seeing his Mother
tearfully embrace her little hero of
the day!



FAREHAM & GOSPORT INTERIM PATIENTS' NETWORK

A further meeting of this group, which aims to keep the public in
touch with the progress of health services in our area, will be held on
Wednesday, 11th March 2009, at Crofton Community Centre,
Stubbington Lane, Stubbington, from 2 - 4 pm.

We expect to have a talk by Elizabeth Emms, NHS Director of Adult
Services for South East Hampshire, as well as a contribution by
Deborah Upham from NHS Hampshire, Hampshire Primary Care
Trust's project for involving patients and public in their plans, and
another PCT speaker who will bring us up to date with
developments. Please come along to learn more of local health
initiatives, and show your interest in our health services. This is
your chance to make your views known.

THE CELESTIAL TRUMPET IS BACK!

Paul Hart (trumpet) and Elizabeth LeGrove
(organ) are returning for another of their
very popular recitals on Friday 6th March at
St Mary's Church, Church Road, Warsash,
at 7.30 pm.

Entry will be £5, payable at the door; wine
and nibbles in the interval are included.
Proceeds will go to the church's organ fund.

CLASSICAL MUSIC IN WARSASH

Following Ahmed Dickinson's very successful guitar recital last
summer, two more extremely gifted classical music students have
been invited to come and play for us. The concert is at the Victory
Hall, Warsash, on Friday 20th March at 7.30 pm. Tickets are £10,
available from 01489 584788.

Proceeds will go towards the students' tuition expenses.

The musicians are Aimara Magana Soler, an oboist, studying at the
Royal Northern College of Music, who will play works by Britten,
Clara Schumann and Saint Saens; and Alejandra Diaz, a cellist
studying at the Guildhall School of Music, playing music by Brahms
and JS Bach. We are very lucky to have the opportunity to hear
these rising young stars.

Debt Counselling Course

If you are interested in helping people
who find themselves in financial
difficulties then this course is for you.

It takes place on two Saturdays 21st
March (Part 1) and 27th June (Part 2).
The course is being run by “Community
Money Advice” at Locks Heath Free
Church. There is a charge of £25 per
day but if you are interested please don’t
let that stop you.

If this is something that you are
interested in then please speak to Martin
who intends to attend the course. Places
are limited so let me know soon.

Creative use of Computers in Worship

Locks Heath Free Church are putting on a course
which among other things will show you: .
e How to set up a church worship computer
e Guide to use of text and backgrounds
e  Workshop to create your own
backgrounds

For full details pick up a leaflet from the table at the
top of the stairs.

Protecting your personal data

Online Fraud Prevention.....and you!
e Looking after your interests online

o Keeping yourself safer online
A morning’s course by
Peter Savage
Warsash URC Saturday 28th February 9:30am
Please let Peter know if you are coming

Regular Activities

Su ndays 10:15am Prayer in the vestry
10:30am Morning service with children & young people’s work
I'st Sunday in the month Communion
2nd Sunday in the month Church Lunch following the service
6:30pm Prayer meeting — 2nd and 4th Sunday in the month
Monday 7:30pm Puppet ministry for info contact Brian 01489 584317
Tuesday 1:00pm Craft Afternoon for info contact Isabel 01489 584317
7:30pm Re-Mix (youth) for info contact Adam 07515719462

Wednesday 7:30pm

House groups—various locations and alternate weeks for info contact Linda 01489 581009

Thursday 10:15am Coffee Morning for info contact Charlie or Sylvia 01489 600523
Friday 2:00pm House group—alternate weeks for info contact John or Ida 01489 576511
7:30pm Worship Practice for info contact Brian 01489 584317




